
Running Simulations on Local Devices 
Introduction 
Quantum simulators enable researchers and developers to test and refine quantum algorithms 
using classical computing resources before executing them on actual quantum hardware. This 
document provides an in-depth guide on running quantum simulations on local devices, 
exploring various simulation frameworks, setup procedures, and practical implementations. 

1. Importance of Quantum Simulations 
Quantum computing hardware is still in its early stages, with limited qubits and high error rates. 
Simulations on classical computers provide a controlled environment to: 

● Debug and validate quantum circuits. 
● Optimize algorithm performance before running on real quantum hardware. 
● Understand quantum behavior without access to expensive quantum processors. 

2. Quantum Simulation Frameworks 
Several software frameworks allow for quantum circuit simulations on local devices: 

Qiskit Aer (IBM) 

● Developed by IBM as part of the Qiskit framework. 
● Provides different simulation backends, including state-vector and noise models. 
● Optimized for classical simulations of quantum circuits. 

Cirq (Google) 

● Open-source framework by Google designed for quantum circuit simulations. 
● Provides realistic simulations of Google’s quantum hardware. 
● Supports noisy simulations and hardware-specific optimizations. 

QuEST (Quantum Exact Simulation Toolkit) 

● A high-performance quantum simulator optimized for large-scale simulations. 
● Supports multi-threading and GPU acceleration. 

PennyLane 

● Focuses on quantum machine learning and hybrid quantum-classical computations. 



● Allows integration with both quantum hardware and classical deep learning frameworks. 

3. Setting Up a Local Quantum Simulator 
To run quantum simulations, developers must install a quantum computing framework and 
execute a quantum circuit locally. 

Step 1: Install the Required Framework 

Depending on the chosen framework, installation is straightforward using Python's package 
manager: 

● Qiskit: pip install qiskit 
● Cirq: pip install cirq 
● PennyLane: pip install pennylane 

Step 2: Create a Simple Quantum Circuit 

A basic quantum circuit typically involves qubit initialization, gate operations, and measurement. 

Example using Qiskit: 

from qiskit import QuantumCircuit, Aer, execute 
 
# Create a quantum circuit with one qubit and one classical bit 
qc = QuantumCircuit(1, 1) 
qc.h(0)  # Apply Hadamard gate to create superposition 
qc.measure(0, 0)  # Measure the qubit 
 
# Choose the local simulator backend 
simulator = Aer.get_backend('qasm_simulator') 
result = execute(qc, simulator).result() 
 
# Print results 
print(result.get_counts()) 

Step 3: Run the Simulation 

After setting up the quantum circuit, execute it on a local simulator. The output represents the 
measurement results, showing probabilities for different qubit states. 

4. Advanced Simulations: Noise and Error Modeling 
Quantum simulators can model realistic conditions by incorporating noise and error rates: 



Noise Models in Qiskit: 
from qiskit.providers.aer.noise import NoiseModel 

● noise_model = NoiseModel.from_backend(Aer.get_backend('qasm_simulator')) 

Cirq’s Noise Simulation: 
import cirq 

● noisy_circuit = cirq.Circuit(cirq.depolarize(0.01).on(cirq.GridQubit(0, 0))) 

5. Visualizing Quantum Simulations 
Many frameworks offer visualization tools for quantum circuits: 

● Qiskit: qc.draw() 
● Cirq: print(circuit) 
● PennyLane: qml.draw(qnode) 

Summary 
Running quantum simulations on local devices is an essential step for quantum algorithm 
development. By leveraging software frameworks like Qiskit, Cirq, and QuEST, developers can 
test, optimize, and analyze quantum circuits efficiently before executing them on real quantum 
hardware. 
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